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How many of us have ever Googled... 

(or words related to higher ed that didn’t have your institution's name)

Have you ever been frustrated that your university didn’t 
come up in your search results?  OR WORSE... 

degree in forensic science
colleges in Pennsylvania

benefits of private higher education
best undergraduate colleges near me



Today’s Agenda:
● SEOverview 
● SEO & Higher Ed
● Tips to Improve Your SEO Game
● Tools to Improve Your SEO Game



“Search engine optimization is the 
process of growing the quality and 

quantity of website traffic by 
increasing the visibility of a website 

or a web page to users of a web 
search engine.”

What is SEO?





The Difference Between Paid & Organic Search

Paid search allows for quick 
experimentation

Paid search allows for granular targeting

Paid Search is fast

PAID SEARCH

 Organic traffic has staying power

SEO is cheaper in the long-term

SEO requires unique and 
authoritative content

SEO takes time

ORGANIC SEARCH



The Difference Between Paid Search & SEO
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Why should Higher Ed care about SEO?



5 Common Challenges with SEO in Higher Ed

2 Lack of Time and Understanding — it’s complicated with  technical & content elements

Hooked on Historical Practice — we often desire change, but cling to the familiar1

3 Content Dilemma — we don’t know what to change or how to reach our audience

4 Short Term Success Needs — paid digital lures us with immediate vanity results

5 Disconnect On-Campus — lacking integration between depts & website’s role



Source: HubSpot

Search is the #1 driver of traffic 
to websites, beating social 
media by more than 300%.

 Nearly 80% of users ignore 
paid ads in search results. And 
of the links search users click, 

about 70% are organic.

Since 2020, more than 700 
schools became test optional - 

meaning fewer leads will be 
available as HS students begin 
their college search process.

SEO drives 30% of traffic, and 
20% of all revenue in any 

given year. 



 5 million 

Based on 5 million Google search results 
analyzed by Backlinko to better understand 
organic click through rate.

1. The #1 organic result is 
10x more likely to receive 
a click compared to a 
page in #10 spot.

2. Organic CTR for positions 
7-10 is virtually the same. 

3. On average, moving up 1 
spot in the search 
results will increase CTR 
by 30.8%. 
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Tips to Improve Your SEO Game 



Step 1:

Understand Where You’re At Today





Current High Ranking Keywords



Pro Tip: 
Target terms with a Monthly Search Volume of 
50+ and a Keyword Difficulty Score under 70

https://www.semrush.com/blog/most-accurate-keyword-difficulty/


Step 2:

Identify Ranking Opportunities & 
Target Terms



Sociology - Program Page

Keyword Current 
Position

Ranking Page Average Monthly 
Search Volume 

Keyword 
Difficulty

Ranking Page #1

Bachelors in sociology N/A N/A 880 45 Sociology Degree Guide

Colleges with sociology 
majors 98 Sociology 90 31

2021 Best Colleges for 
Sociology

Majors related to sociology 84
Careers for Sociology 

Majors 50 48

Sociology, General College 
Degree Programs | The College 

Board

What do you learn in 
sociology N/A N/A 390 38

What Can You do With a 
Sociology Degree?

What is a sociology degree N/A N/A 390 51
What You Need to Know About 

Becoming a Sociology Major

Is sociology a good major N/A N/A 320 42
Is sociology a good major? : 

sociology

How to become a sociologist N/A N/A 260 36 Bureau of Labor Statistics

Best sociology 
undergraduate programs N/A N/A 110 40

2021 Best Colleges for 
Sociology

Sociology major 
requirements N/A N/A 260 38

Sociology - The Ohio State 
University

https://thebestschools.org/degrees/sociology-degree/#:~:text=Universities%20may%20offer%20two%20types,courses%20focused%20on%20the%20major.
https://agency.directdevelopment.com/
https://www.collegefactual.com/majors/social-sciences/sociology/rankings/top-ranked/
https://www.collegefactual.com/majors/social-sciences/sociology/rankings/top-ranked/
https://agency.directdevelopment.com/
https://agency.directdevelopment.com/
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/majors/social-sciences-sociology
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/majors/social-sciences-sociology
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/majors/social-sciences-sociology
https://www.topuniversities.com/student-info/careers-advice/what-can-you-do-sociology-degree#:~:text=Sociology%20is%20a%20social%20science,of%20the%20way%20society%20works.&text=Sociology%20students%20will%20learn%20about,from%20politics%20to%20social%20welfare.
https://www.topuniversities.com/student-info/careers-advice/what-can-you-do-sociology-degree#:~:text=Sociology%20is%20a%20social%20science,of%20the%20way%20society%20works.&text=Sociology%20students%20will%20learn%20about,from%20politics%20to%20social%20welfare.
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/sociology-major-overview#:~:text=Sociology%20majors%20study%20society%20and,%2C%20organizations%2C%20cultures%20and%20societies.&text=Students%20are%20trained%20to%20ask,and%20collect%20data%20for%20analysis.
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/sociology-major-overview#:~:text=Sociology%20majors%20study%20society%20and,%2C%20organizations%2C%20cultures%20and%20societies.&text=Students%20are%20trained%20to%20ask,and%20collect%20data%20for%20analysis.
https://www.reddit.com/r/sociology/comments/oeg1m/is_sociology_a_good_major/
https://www.reddit.com/r/sociology/comments/oeg1m/is_sociology_a_good_major/
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/life-physical-and-social-science/sociologists.htm#:~:text=Sociologists%20typically%20need%20a%20master's,students%20to%20enter%20a%20Ph.
https://www.collegefactual.com/majors/social-sciences/sociology/rankings/top-ranked/
https://www.collegefactual.com/majors/social-sciences/sociology/rankings/top-ranked/
http://undergrad.osu.edu/majors-and-academics/majors/detail/147
http://undergrad.osu.edu/majors-and-academics/majors/detail/147


Rhetoric, Writing and Public Discourse

Keyword Current 
Position

Ranking Page Average Monthly 
Search Volume 

Keyword 
Difficulty

Ranking Page #1

Rhetoric major 26

Department of 
Rhetoric, Writing and 

Public Discourse 260 33
Rhetoric < University of California, 

Berkeley

Studies in writing and rhetoric 88

Department of 
Rhetoric, Writing and 

Public Discourse 30 31

Studies in Writing & Rhetoric (SWR) 
Series - Conference on College 

Composition and Communication

Colleges with rhetoric majors 11
Rhetoric Graduate 

Programs 50 14
2021 Best Colleges with Rhetoric 

and Composition Degrees

Rhetoric programs 5
Rhetoric Graduate 

Programs 40 23
2020 Top Rhetoric and 

Composition Graduate Programs

Best rhetoric undergraduate 
programs 12

Rhetoric Graduate 
Programs 30 28

The Best Rhetoric and Composition 
Colleges 2021

Rhetoric degree N/A N/A 170 27

Master's in Rhetoric and Rhetorical 
Studies Degree Programs: Online / 

Campus

What is rhetorical studies N/A N/A 50 30 Rhetorical Studies

Public speaking major N/A N/A 110 28
Public Speaking Degree Programs 

and Classes

Speech communication and 
rhetoric N/A N/A 390 22

What Courses Do Speech 
Communication and Rhetoric 

Majors Take?

https://agency.directdevelopment.com/
https://agency.directdevelopment.com/
https://agency.directdevelopment.com/
http://guide.berkeley.edu/undergraduate/degree-programs/rhetoric/
http://guide.berkeley.edu/undergraduate/degree-programs/rhetoric/
https://agency.directdevelopment.com/
https://agency.directdevelopment.com/
https://agency.directdevelopment.com/
https://cccc.ncte.org/cccc/swr
https://cccc.ncte.org/cccc/swr
https://cccc.ncte.org/cccc/swr
https://agency.directdevelopment.com/
https://agency.directdevelopment.com/
https://www.niche.com/colleges/search/best-colleges-with-rhetoric-and-composition/
https://www.niche.com/colleges/search/best-colleges-with-rhetoric-and-composition/
https://agency.directdevelopment.com/
https://agency.directdevelopment.com/
https://www.niche.com/graduate-schools/search/best-rhetoric-and-composition-graduate-programs/
https://www.niche.com/graduate-schools/search/best-rhetoric-and-composition-graduate-programs/
https://agency.directdevelopment.com/
https://agency.directdevelopment.com/
https://www.collegeraptor.com/Majors/Details/23.1304/Level/Bachelors-degree/State/All/Rhetoric-and-Composition/#:~:text=The%20top%20ranked%20schools%20for,Composition%20at%20Ferris%20State%20University.
https://www.collegeraptor.com/Majors/Details/23.1304/Level/Bachelors-degree/State/All/Rhetoric-and-Composition/#:~:text=The%20top%20ranked%20schools%20for,Composition%20at%20Ferris%20State%20University.
https://www.mastersincommunications.com/related-degrees/masters-in-rhetoric#:~:text=Rhetoric%2C%20by%20definition%2C%20is%20about,is%20written%2C%20oral%20or%20visual.
https://www.mastersincommunications.com/related-degrees/masters-in-rhetoric#:~:text=Rhetoric%2C%20by%20definition%2C%20is%20about,is%20written%2C%20oral%20or%20visual.
https://www.mastersincommunications.com/related-degrees/masters-in-rhetoric#:~:text=Rhetoric%2C%20by%20definition%2C%20is%20about,is%20written%2C%20oral%20or%20visual.
https://www1.villanova.edu/villanova/artsci/communication/academic/undergrad/specializations/rhetoric.html#:~:text=Rhetorical%20Studies%20engages%20questions%20of,legally%2C%20politically%2C%20and%20socially.&text=Through%20the%20use%20of%20critical,to%20have%20meanings%20for%20audiences.
https://learn.org/articles/Public_Speaking_Degree_Programs_and_Classes_Answers_to_Your_Questions.html
https://learn.org/articles/Public_Speaking_Degree_Programs_and_Classes_Answers_to_Your_Questions.html
https://www.mymajors.com/college-majors/speech-communication-and-rhetoric/
https://www.mymajors.com/college-majors/speech-communication-and-rhetoric/
https://www.mymajors.com/college-majors/speech-communication-and-rhetoric/


Step 3:

Splice Target Terms Into 
Your Existing Web Pages 









Teaching Credential Page: April 2020 Organic Rankings



One Year Later...Organic Rankings up 73%

12x Increase!



BONUS STEP:  For You Overachievers 

 Create New Content Around Target Terms & 
Related Phrases 



Content Options to Consider

Source:  https://www.wordstream.com/blog/ws/2017/03/08/video-marketing-statistics

DYK:  
Chatbots 
can also 
BOOST SEO!  
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1. Google Keyword Planner (free)

2. UberSuggest (free)

3. SEMrush (paid)

4.  Moz (paid)

What Tools Can Help?



How Can DD Agency Help?

Bronze Service Package

● Website & Technical 
Analysis

● Identification of 
Keyword Opportunities

● Keyword Research for 5 
Programs, Majors and/or 
Brand Themes

● Additional Majors or 
Programs can be added 
a la carte.

Silver Service Package

All strategies listed in 
the BRONZE service plus...

● Competitor Research & 
Analysis

● On-page Website 
Optimization

● Keyword Research for 10 
Programs, Majors and/or 
Brand Themes

● Additional Majors or 
Programs can be added a 
la carte.

Gold Service Package

All strategies listed in 
the SILVER service plus…

● Backlinking Analysis & 
Strategy

● 12-Month Strategic 
Content Plan

● Keyword Research for 15 
Programs, Majors and/or 
Brand Themes

● Additional Majors or 
Programs can be added a 
la carte.

● On-Going Client Support 
Learn more about DD Services

https://agency.directdevelopment.com/services-dd-agency


Next Step?

Schedule a Discovery Call with Us

We help schools like Cornell, Baylor, and West Virginia 
University win top spots on Google SERPs...and we want to 

help you do the same!

Zach Busekrus
Director of Growth @ DD Agency

Email me: Zach@DirectDevelopment.com
Call me: (703) 560-8414 x 200
Book a meeting with me

Jamie Gleason
VP, Enrollment Strategy @ DD Agency

Email me: Jamie@DirectDevelopment.com 
Call me: (267) 278-3958
Book a meeting with me

https://app.hubspot.com/meetings/zach33
https://app.hubspot.com/meetings/zach33
http://agency.directdevelopment.com
mailto:Zach@DirectDevelopment.com
https://app.hubspot.com/meetings/zach33
http://agency.directdevelopment.com
mailto:Jamie@DirectDevelopment.com
https://meetings.hubspot.com/jamie469

